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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the relevant
questions, by a panel of subject teachers. This mark scheme includes any amendments made at the
standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was used by them in
this examination. The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers the students’
responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same correct way.
As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ scripts. Alternative
answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated for. If, after the
standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been raised they are
required to refer these to the Lead Examiner.

It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper. Assumptions about future mark
schemes on the basis of one year’s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular examination
paper.

Further copies of this mark scheme are available from www.oxfordaga.com

Copyright information

OxfordAQA retains the copyright on all its publications. However, registered schools/colleges for OxfordAQA are permitted to copy material from this booklet for
their own internal use, with the following important exception: OxfordAQA cannot give permission to schools/colleges to photocopy any material that is
acknowledged to a third party even for internal use within the centre.

Copyright © 2025 OxfordAQA International Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved.
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Information for Examiners

Welcome to this mark scheme which is designed to help you to deliver fair and accurate assessment.
Please read carefully all sections and ensure that you follow the requirements that they contain.

Arriving at marks

1

All questions are framed to address all the Assessment Objectives (AOs). Answers are
marked holistically and when deciding upon a mark in a band, examiners should bear in
mind the equal weightings of the assessment objectives. Examiners need to read the
whole answer, taking into account its strengths and weaknesses, and then place it in the
appropriate band.

Examiners should avoid making early snap judgements before the whole answer has been
read. Some candidates begin tentatively but go on to make relevant points.

Examiners should be prepared to use the full mark range and not ‘bunch’ scripts in the
middle for safety. Top marks are attainable if candidates could not be expected to do more
in the time and under the conditions in which they are working.

Examiners should mark positively. Although the mark scheme provides some indicators for what
candidates are likely to write about, examiners should be willing to reward what is actually there —
provided, of course, that it is relevant to the question being asked.

Examiners should remember that there are no right answers. Candidates’ views which are relevant,
well-argued and supported by appropriate textual evidence must receive credit whether the
examiner agrees with the views or not. It is important to try to remain flexible if a candidate
introduces unusual or unorthodox ideas.

Examiners should remember that length and quality are not synonymous. Some brief answers may
be relevant and concise. Equally, long answers may be diffuse and repetitive.

If answers are short or incomplete, examiners can reward only what is there and assess
accordingly. Some further credit may be given to answers finished in note form.
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Using the mark bands

8 When placing answers in mark bands, examiners need to look closely at the descriptors and the
detailed generic mark bands on pages 7-9. The key words for the bands are important and are
printed below.

MARK BAND DESCRIPTORS
Band 5 perceptive/assured
Band 4 coherent/thorough
Band 3 straightforward/relevant
Band 2 simple/generalised
Band 1 largely irrelevant, largely
misunderstood, largely
inaccurate

9 Answers placed at the top of the band will securely address the descriptors; answers at the lower
end of the band will securely address the descriptors below and begin to show the qualities of the
band into which you are placing them. Careful judgements need to be made about marks in the
middle of the range; here it is likely that the key descriptors will be more intermittent but still clearly
evident.

10 There will be occasions when an answer addresses descriptors in different bands; in such cases,
the ‘best-fit model applies. Here examiners will need to exercise a different kind of judgement,
looking to see where the answer can be most fairly and appropriately placed, in terms of its quality,
against the descriptors.

11 Examiners must remember that the mark bands are not equivalent to grades: grades are decided by
the awarding committee at the end of each session.
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The following annotation is available for use on e-Marker 2:

Annotation Toolbar

Examples of Use

Name Image e on Script

Annotation Type: Stamp

Correct V Toolbar Tooltip: Correct Y
Incorrect Toolbar Tooltip: Incorrect

Seen

x
Q

Toolbar Tooltip: Seen

Not Relevant

Toolbar Tooltip: Not Relevant

@ ol X |«

Y
Toolbar Tooltip: Green Empty
Green Empty P Comment No Default Text — text
Comment shown in screenshot was typed Exarnele Tk
into annotation by user y
Repetition Toolbar Tooltip: Repetition y
Lack Of Clarity 3 Toolbar Tooltip: Lack of Clarity ?
Y
Partially Made (VJ Toolbar Tooltip: Partially made (v)
Point - point
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The assessment objectives and their significance

12 All questions are framed to test AOs 1 and 2 so if candidates answer the question, then they will be
addressing the AOs. In marking questions, however, examiners must also take account of AO3,
which tests more than technical accuracy.

The equally weighted AOs are as follows:

AO1: Demonstrate understanding of the ways in which readers find meanings in texts, showing an

understanding of genre, the significance of contexts, and the ways in which different interpretations can

be found.

AO2: Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in literary texts with close attention to authorial
methods.

AO3: Express informed, personal and argued responses to literary texts, using appropriate concepts
and terminology, and coherent, accurate writing.

Mark scheme

It is important to remember that these students, in the main, are 18 years old so we are judging their
skills at the end of Key Stage 5.
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AO Typical features How to arrive at mark
Band 5 AO1 ¢ Perceptive understanding of the significance of This band is characterised by perceptive and
Perceptive/Assured relevant contexts in relation to the task. assured work which shows confidence,
21-25 marks ¢ Assuredness in the connection between contexts | sharpness of mind and sophistication in

and genre, leading to perceptive interpretations. relation to the task.
‘Perception’ is demonstrated
;Ar/]hen students are showing AO2 o Perceptive understanding of authorial methods in Al thg top of the band students are
e depth of their . consistently assured and will demonstrate
. . relation to the task. o .

understanding and responding . . sensitivity and perception across all three
sensitively to the texts and * ?ﬁ:g;%dbintizgﬁrgtigtd\gltgggw meanings are assessment objectives in the course of their
task. : response.

AO3 o Perceptive, assured and sophisticated argument in
‘Assuredness’ is shown when relation to the task. At the bottom of the band there will be
students write with confidence e Assured use of literary critical concepts and coherence and accuracy with some
and conviction. terminology; mature and impressive expression. perception but with less consistency and

evenness.
Band 4 AO1 ¢ Thorough understanding of the significance of This band is characterised by coherent and
Coherent/Thorough relevant contexts in relation to the task. thorough work where ideas are linked
16—20 marks e Coherence in the connection between contexts and| together in a focused and purposeful way in
genre, leading to carefully explained relation to the task.

‘Coherence’ is shown when interpretations.
students are logical and ; : ; At the top of the band students will
consistent in their arguments AQ2 ¢ Thor.ough understanding of authorial methods in demonstrate a fully coherent and thorough
in relation to the task. relation to the task. , , argument across all three assessment
They hold their ideas together * Thorough engagement with how meanings are objectives in the course of their response.
in an intelligible way. shaped by the methods used.

AO3 | e Logical, thorough and coherent argument in At the bottom of the band ideas will be

‘Thoroughness’ is shown
when students write carefully
and precisely with detail.

relation to the task where ideas are debated in
depth.

o Appropriate use of literary critical concepts and
terminology; precise and accurate expression.

discussed in a shaped, relevant and
purposeful way with a clear sense of direction,
with one or two lapses in coherence and
accuracy.
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Band 3 AO1 o Straightforward understanding of the significance of| This band is characterised by straightforward
Straightforward/ relevant contexts in relation to the task. and relevant work where the student’s
Relevant ¢ Relevant in the connection between contexts and | response to the task is clear and intelligible.
11-15 marks genre, leading to straightforward interpretations.
At the top of the band students will

‘Straightforward’ work is - - - demonstrate consistent straightforward
shown when students make AOQ2 | e Straightforward understanding of authorial methods| nqerstanding in the course of their argument.
their ideas in relation to the in relation to the task. _ Ideas will be developed relevantly.
task clearly known. ¢ Relevant engagement with how meanings are

shaped by the methods used. At the bottom of the band there will be flashes
‘Relevant’ work is shown AO3 ° Sensib|y ordered ideas in a relevant argument in of relevant Understanding with evidence of
when students are focused on relation to the task. straightforward thinking.
the task and use detail in an e Some use of literary critical concepts and
appropriate and supportive terminology which are mainly appropriate;
way. straightforward and clear expression.
Band 2 AO1 ¢ Simple understanding of the significance of This band is characterised by simple and
Simple/Generalised relevant contexts in relation to the task. generalised work which is mainly linked to the
6-10 marks e Generalised in the connections between contexts | task.

and genre, leading to simple interpretations.
‘Simple’ work is shown when At the top of the band students will
students write in an AO2 « Simple understanding of authorial methods in demonstrate a basic generalised
unelaborated and basic way in relation to the task. understanding in the course of their answer.
relation to the task. « Generalised engagement with how meanings are | /deas will be developed in a simple way.

) , shaped by the methods used. .
‘Generalised’ work is shown At the bottom of the band there will be
when students write without AO3 e A simple structure to the argument which may not | inconsistency, but the beginnings of a simple
regard to particular details. be consistent but which does relate to the task. and generalised understanding.
¢ Generalised use of literary critical concepts and
terminology; simple expression.
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Band 1

Largely irrelevant/largely
misunderstood/largely
inaccurate

1-5 marks

‘Largely irrelevant’ work is
shown when students write in
an unclear way with only
occasional reference to what
is required by the question.

‘Largely misunderstood’ and
‘largely inaccurate’ work is
shown when knowledge of the
text is insecure, hazy and
often wrong.

AO1 ¢ Little sense of the AOs in relation to the task; little
sense of how meanings are shaped; little sense of
any relevant contexts, genre or interpretations.

AO2 o The writing is likely to be unclear and incorrect; if it
is accurate the content will be irrelevant.

AQO3 e Some vague points in relation to the task and some

ideas about task and text(s).

This band is characterised by work which is
largely irrelevant and largely
misunderstood and largely inaccurate, and
so unlikely to be addressing the AOs in a
relevant way.

At the top of the band students will mention
some unconnected points in relation to the
task during the course of their writing. The
writing is likely to lack clarity.

At the bottom of the band there will be no
connection with the task; the writing will be
hard to follow and irrelevant.

0 marks

No marks for response when nothing is written or
where response has no connection to the text(s) or
task.
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Extract from the novel Nineteen Eighty-Four by George Orwell

Write an analysis of this extract, in which you focus on the significance of the
representation of class and culture.
[25 marks]

Some possible content is given below. It suggests some of the ways the Assessment Objectives
might be addressed, but as ‘significance’ relates to contextual, structural, linguistic and interpretative
issues some strands listed could easily address more than one AO.

AO1: Demonstrate understanding of the ways in which readers find meanings in texts,
showing an understanding of genre, the significance of contexts, and the ways in which
different interpretations can be found.

Focus might be on:

¢ the time setting in April, perhaps ironic due to the usual associations the month has in English
literature with growth and renewal

the strangeness and unfamiliarity suggested by the clock striking thirteen

the emphasis on physical discomfort

the constant sense of being watched: the telescreen, the helicopter

harsh, basic living conditions

the posters: suggesting an authoritarian world

the apparent vulnerability of ordinary people, represented by Winston.

AO2: Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in literary texts with close attention to
authorial methods.

Focus might be on:

narrative point of view: a detached, third person narrator

use of the senses: smell, feeling

ominous verbal references: ‘Hate Week’, ‘Thought Police’

perhaps the significance of Winston’s name: the common English surname ‘Smith’, ‘Winston’
perhaps recalling Churchill

emphatic repetitions: ‘Big Brother’, ‘enormous face’

proper nouns

¢ negative adjectives: eg ‘vile’, ‘gritty’, ‘coarse’, ‘blunt’, ‘torn’.

10
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AO3: Express informed, personal and argued responses to literary texts, using appropriate
concepts and terminology, and coherent, accurate writing.

With respect to skill in writing:

quality of relevant argument

organisation of ideas

use of concepts and terminology appropriate to the question
technical accuracy.

Accept any valid interpretation and any valid discussion of prose fiction methods.

11
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Lawrence Ferlinghetti: ‘In Golden Gate Park That Day’

Write an analysis of this poem, in which you focus on the significance of the
representation of love between a man and a woman.
[25 marks]

Some possible content is given below. It suggests some of the ways the Assessment Objectives
might be addressed, but as ‘significance’ relates to contextual, structural, linguistic and interpretative
issues some strands listed could easily address more than one AO.

AO1: Demonstrate understanding of the ways in which readers find meanings in texts,
showing an understanding of genre, the significance of contexts, and the ways in which
different interpretations can be found.

Focus might be on:

what seems to be a love relationship

perhaps a failure to communicate

the way that one day is used to represent a longer period of time

the setting which conveys some aspects of the Garden of Eden: ‘the meadow of the world’, apples
etc

aspects of pastoral

the idea that these are ordinary, everyday people

silences

the final feeling of depression.

AO2: Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in literary texts with close attention to
authorial methods.

Focus might be on:

the broken lines — perhaps, especially in the later stages, suggesting a fragmented relationship
the striking visual form of the poem and its effect

the four stanza structure

a linear, chronological narrative building to a final revelatory moment

significant actions

what is often simple, familiar language

symbolism: eg the flute

third person point of view: perhaps detached and ironic, but also compassionate

the effect of the rhyme that occurs at the end of the poem.

AO3: Express informed, personal and argued responses to literary texts, using appropriate
concepts and terminology, and coherent, accurate writing.

With respect to skill in writing:

e quality of relevant argument

e organisation of ideas

¢ use of concepts and terminology appropriate to the question
¢ technical accuracy.

Accept any valid interpretation and any valid discussion of poetic method.
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