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Materials 
For this paper you must have: 
• an OxfordAQA 12-page Answer book 
• a copy of the set text(s) you have studied for Section A.  These texts must not be annotated and 

must not contain additional notes or materials 
• a clean copy of the OxfordAQA Place in literary texts: Combined poetry selections anthology for 

use in Section B. 

Instructions 
• Use black ink or black ball-point pen. 
• Write the information required on the front of your answer book.   
• Do all rough work in your answer book.  Cross through any work you do not want to be marked. 
• You must answer one question from Section A and one question from Section B. 

Information 
• The maximum mark for this paper is 50. 
• The marks for questions are shown in brackets. 
• You will be marked on your ability to: 

– use good English 
– organise information clearly 
– analyse carefully the writers’ methods  
– use specialist vocabulary where appropriate. 
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Section A:  Prose 
 

Answer one question from this section. 

 
 
Either 

   
 

0 1  Joseph Conrad: Heart of Darkness 

   
  ‘In Heart of Darkness, African people are presented as much more than passive and 

powerless.’ 
  
To what extent do you agree with this view? 

 [25 marks] 
 
 
or 

   
 

0 2  F. Scott Fitzgerald: The Great Gatsby 

   
  Consider the narrative significance of parties in The Great Gatsby. 

 [25 marks] 

 
 
or 

   
 

0 3  Kazuo Ishiguro: The Remains of the Day 

   
  Consider the narrative significance of Darlington Hall as a place of work. 

 [25 marks] 

 
 
or 

   
 

0 4  Aravind Adiga: Last Man in Tower 

   
  ‘Mumbai is presented as no more than a greedy, threatening place.’ 

  
To what extent do you agree with this view? 

[25 marks] 
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or 

   
 

0 5  Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie: Americanah 

   
  ‘She saw herself in a house from The Cosby Show, in a school with students holding 

notebooks miraculously free of wear and tear.’  (Chapter 8) 
  
To what extent do you agree that Ifemelu’s time in America is presented as one  
of disillusionment? 

 [25 marks] 
 
 
or 

   
 

0 6  Andrea Levy: Small Island 

   
  ‘In contrast to Jamaica, England is presented as dreary and cheerless.’ 

 
To what extent do you agree with this view?  

[25 marks] 
 
 
 

Turn over for Section B 
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Section B:  Poetry

Answer one question from this section.

Either

0 7 Thomas Hardy poetry selection

‘In his use of settings, Hardy seems to prefer the unpleasant to the pleasant, the ugly to 
the beautiful.’

To what extent do you agree with this view of the way Hardy uses locations? You should 
make detailed reference to at least two poems.

[25 marks]

or

0 8 William Wordsworth poetry selection

‘There is much more to Wordsworth’s poetry than simple enjoyment of the natural world.’

Consider the significance of this view. You should make detailed reference to at least 
two poems.

[25 marks]

or

0 9 Robert Frost poetry selection

‘Life is always presented as little more than a struggle to survive in a hostile 
environment.’

To what extent do you agree with this view of Frost’s poetry?  You should make detailed 
reference to ‘The Black Cottage’ and at least one other poem.

[25 marks]

or

1 0 Seamus Heaney poetry selection

‘Heaney’s locations are places of death and darkness.’

To what extent do you agree with this view? You should make detailed reference to
‘Mid-Term Break’ and at least one other poem.

[25 marks]

END  OF  QUESTIONS
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