
 
 

IB/M/Jan24/G4001/V4 EN01 
 

 
 

 

Thursday 4 January 2024              07:00 GMT             Time allowed: 2 hours 

Materials 
For this paper you must have: 
• an OxfordAQA 12-page answer book. 

Instructions 
• Use black ink or black ball-point pen. 
• Write the information required on the front of your answer book. 
• There are two sections: 

– Section A: Understanding texts 
– Section B: Directed writing. 

• Answer Question 1 from Section A and either Question 2 or Question 3 from Section B. 
• Do all rough work in your answer book.  Cross through any work you do not want to be marked. 

Information 
• The maximum mark for this paper is 50. 
• The marks for questions are shown in brackets. 
• There are 25 marks for Question 1 and 25 marks for either Question 2 or Question 3. 
• You will be marked on your ability to: 

– use good English 
– organise information clearly 
– use specialist vocabulary where appropriate. 
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  Section A: Understanding texts 
 

Answer Question 1. 

 
 
 

0 1  Text A and Text B are printed on pages 3, 4 and 5.  
 
Text A is from a guide book Absolute Beginners Harmonica on how to play the 
harmonica. 
 
Text B is a transcript of Richard talking about learning to play the harmonica and his 
interest in Blues music. 

   
  Examine how the author of Text A and the speaker of Text B use language to create 

meanings. 
 

  In your answer you should consider different: 
 
• audiences 
• purposes 
• genres 
• modes of communication. 

[25 marks] 
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Text A 

 
 
 
 

Text A continues on the next page 
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Text A continued 
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Text B 

 
 
Transcription key: 
 
(.) pause of less than a second 
(1.0) longer pause (number of seconds indicated) 
bold stressed syllable 

 
Richard talks about learning to play the harmonica and his interest in Blues* music 
 
my older brother bought me my first harmonica (.) a Marine Band brand if I remember correctly 

(.) for my thirteenth birthday (.) that’s erm well over fifty years ago and I’ve been playing on 

and off ever since (1.0) at home we had a collection of Blues records (.) some I’ve still got (.) 

and I learned to love that music (.) especially those musicians who played the harmonica (.) 

my favourites (.) Sonny Terry (.) Little Walter (.) Jimmy Reed (.) Sonny Boy Williamson (1.0) 

over the years I’ve enjoyed different types of music (.) rock folk jazz (.) but I always come back 

to the Blues (.) once it’s in your soul it never leaves you (1.0) back in the ‘60s there were no 

tutor books around on how to play the harmonica (.) no google search engine (.) so it was a 

case of listening to the sounds on records (.) and trying to reproduce them as well as you 

could (.) the instrument I play is small and relatively cheap unlike erm a saxophone or trumpet 

(.) but you have to learn the techniques and that’s not easy (.) to achieve that special blues 

sound you have to bend the note (1.0) this lowers the pitch of the note which gives that 

plaintive (.) soulful (.) almost crying sound associated with the Blues (1.0) It took months of 

sweat and perseverance (.) but when it happened erm as if by accident (.) my spine tingled (.) 

I could do it (.) I could class myself as a bluesman (1.0) a good friend kept asking me to come 

down to the local folk music club and eventually I did (1.0) when my turn to play came I 

nervously gave them my version of Sonny Terry’s Locomotive Blues (.) I was there playing the 

music I loved (1.0) I now play in a four piece blues band (.) when the band are playing well it’s 

as if you’re taken out of yourself (.) tensions and anxieties dissolve and only the music matters 

(1.0) blues music is often thought of as being sad and rather miserable but playing and 

listening can be a joyful uplifting emotional experience (1.0) the great thing about a harmonica 

is that they don’t cost much (.) you can carry one in your pocket and practise at any time (.) 

and they’ll give you great pleasure as you master the techniques (1.0) they’re one of the most 

expressive instruments around 
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*Blues – a music genre which originated in southern USA in the early twentieth century 
 

 

 
 
 

Turn over for Section B 
 



6 
 

IB/M/Jan24/EN01 
 

 

  Section B: Directed writing 
 

Answer one question from this section. 

 
Either 

   
 

0 2  Write an article for the school/college magazine to describe your experience of learning 
something new or challenging and to persuade others of the benefits.   
 
You may use the information and ideas in the material in Section A.  
 
Write the text for this article using about 400 words. 

[25 marks] 
 
or 

   
 

0 3  Your school/college wants to encourage students to try new activities.  You have been 
asked to present an idea for an activity that other students could try.   
 
Write the text for a speech you will give to other students describing the activity and its 
benefits. 
 
You may use the information and ideas in the material in Section A.  
 
Write the text for this speech using about 400 words. 

[25 marks]   
 
 
 
 

END  OF  QUESTIONS
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There are no questions printed on this page 
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There are no questions printed on this page 

 
 

Copyright information  
 
For confidentiality purposes, all acknowledgements of third-party copyright material are published in a separate booklet.  This booklet is published after 
each live examination series and is available for free download from www.oxfordaqa.com  
 
Permission to reproduce all copyright material has been applied for.  In some cases, efforts to contact copyright-holders may have been unsuccessful and 
OxfordAQA will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgements.  If you have any queries please contact the Copyright Team.  
 
Copyright © 2024 OxfordAQA International Examinations and its licensors.  All rights reserved. 

*241XEN01* 




